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Editorial. 



As the time for the meeting of the International Congress 
of Geologists approaches interest in the series of events con- 
nected with it increases. The several circulars that have been 
issued have made evident the extent of the preparations that are 
being made at St. Petersburg and the largeness of the generosity 
of His Majesty the Emperor of Russia. Opportunity has been 
offered for all geologists taking part in the congress to visit 
many of the most important regions of Russia, presenting widely 
different geological phenomena — the crystalline rocks of Fin- 
land and the glacial phenomena in the north ; the vast expanse 
of slightly disturbed and little-altered Palaeozoic strata in the 
central portion of the country ; the far-famed mining districts of 
the Urals, and the grand scenery and varied features of the 
Caucasus and of Transcaucasia. Seldom may geologists have 
such an opportunity to contrast within the brief period of a few 
weeks the forest-clad, moist north lands with the barren, arid 
regions of the south, or experience in quick succession the sen- 
sations produced by the boundless horizon of the steppes and 
by the deep gorges and lofty summits of the Caucasian Alps. 



*„ * 



The liberality of the Czar in presenting the geologists with 
first-class tickets over all the railroads under Russian control is 
an act of hospitality fitting the ruler of so great an empire, and 
one fully appreciated by the geologists of all parts of the world. 
That it should have been accepted by many who would not 
otherwise have been able to travel so extensively was to have 
been expected. And it is not surprising to hear that many per- 
sons not having claims to the title of geologists have applied for 
the privileges, to the embarrassment of those in charge of the 
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management of the great excursion. It is proper that a scrutiny 
of the lists of applicants should be undertaken for the purpose 
of limiting the numbers to those who are actually geological 
workers or teachers of the science, and who will derive the most 
benefit from the instruction which will be given by the geolo- 
gists acting as leaders of the several excursions. It would be 
unfortunate if, by the presence of many untrained excursionists, 
the object of the expeditions should be defeated. It is reason- 
able, then, that the committee in charge at St. Petersburg should 
propose to test the geological knowledge of all those wishing to 
join the excursions, when their attainments in the science of 
geology is not already known. We understand that those not 
known to the committee to be geologists will be required to pass 
an examination in various branches of geology before being 
permitted to take part in the excursions. 



A recent circular from St. Petersburg calls attention to the 
fact that there was established at the London congress a per- 
manent committee that should have charge of the selection and 
elaboration of questions to be submitted to each subsequent ses- 
sion, as well as of the preparation of reports relating to such 
questions. After citing the report of the committee relative to 
the unification of stratigraphical nomenclature, and after noting 
the fact that the matter received no attention at the Washington 
and Zurich meetings, the committee of organization at St. 
Petersburg suggests that the question of the general principles 
involved in any stratigraphical classification be discussed, first, 
as to whether it be artificial, based solely on historical data, or 
natural, based as well on general physiographic changes as on 
faunal data ; second, as to laws that should govern the introduc- 
tion of new terms into stratigraphical nomenclature. It is also 
suggested that the principles that should govern petrographical 
nomenclature ought also to be considered. 

The confusion in these nomenclatures which is constantly 
increasing owing to rapid accession of new facts and to lack of 
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system in the creation of new terms makes apparent the need of 
some organization of terms and of the establishment of some 
general principles of nomenclature. The committee, realizing 
the magnitude of the undertaking and the shortness of the time 
of a single session of the congress, nevertheless expresses the 
hope that enough may be accomplished at the coming session to 
lead to the satisfactory solution of these problems. Certainly 
the discussion of the more general and fundamental principles 
of nomenclature by which a common usage of terms may be 
brought about is the proper function of an international con- 
gress of geologists, and it is to be hoped that the proceedings 
of the coming session may be along these lines. J. P. I. 



